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Khrushchev now recognizes that his position iff ^sa^-^JT^e^hrl-^- ~/*i 

Soviet ploy with Cuban missile sites was probably based on a three^""" : **^;J-"* 
level course of action. r'i'U-- 

First, the Soviets hoped for, and probably expected, US acquiescence 
in the buildup of a Soviet missile complex in Cuba which would substantially 
augment Soviet strength in negotiations ever Berlin, and in general. The 
appreciable military gain, while not seriously affecting the strategic 
military balance, could have been converted into a nigh card at the 
negotiation table. 




ets could react 
itary invasion 


to a US blockade or similar pressure short of direct n. 
or attack on the bases by proposing a trade of the Turkish, Italian, 
and UK IRBl-ls for those in Cuba. It is the Icwer end of this range of 
action to which the Soviets have now fallen back, 


against the bases by whatever forms of political protest were warranted 
by world reactions— even up to breaking diplomatic relations. The 
Khrushchev message of October 27 strengthens the conclusion that the 
USofl v:,uld not resort to direct military confrontation cr reprisal—on 
the seas, in Cuba, or in Turkey. To date, the world reactions have ' 
not been what Moscow had hoped for: in particular ; the unanimous GAS 
action must have been a severe disaoocintment . 


i.ne 


rd course is still the 


re.iect 


and 




actaon au 


at hands and would be 
only if there were (a) an invasion of Cuba- c„ (b) an attack 




The Turks hate already naae abundant!}- clear that they do not 
want to be compared with the Cubans, used as a pawn, or shorn of the 
Juoiters which have always been to then a proud symbol of their 
abilitv tc strike back if they are hit. Hasty surfacing of lcng- 
hels "J5 military evaluations of the obsolescence of the Jupiter 5 
* would be ineffective in as e ting these strongly held views. The 
I Juoiters are net important as a military-strategic asset — but, then, 


'3 Berlin, let both have elements 


of tne integrity ci tne 


"nisacance as s'neoi. 


to stana by tne interests oi eacn 01 its nemesrs. 

The United States can, while solving the Cuban base question 
with determination, forcefully reaffirm its readiness tc reach ^ 

-~ur cur-u' , 't of ceace at the same time that we disposed of the latest 
Soviet disruption of the peace. 


setback to the Soviet leaders, and once and for all to disabuse 
~'zazL and others of any illusicn that the alternative to any 


advantages, out 



